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21.10.25 
 

Admissions Consultation 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, and members of the community 

I am writing to let you know that in accordance with the School Admissions Code, we have to amend 
our Admissions Policies for the 2027/2028 intake to align with Diocese guidance and current 
legislation. 

Therefore the arrangements for admission to St Joseph’s RC Nursery, Infant and Junior Schools will 
need to change. 

Please see the proposed amended admission policies attached and they will be also on our website. 

We are going to have a 6 weeks consultation period beginning today 21st October 2025 and ending 
on 2nd December 2025. 

Please let us know if you have any queries and have any comments by emailing admissions@st-
josephs-jun.croydon.sch.uk. 

On the page overleaf I have summarised the changes made to the policies. 

 We are looking forward to continuing our partnership with you and educating your child in our 
 Junior school. 
 
 Yours sincerely, 

  
 Mrs D Ashley 
 Executive Headteacher 
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Summary of changes made to Admissions Policies 

1. Admissions Policy (2026/2027 vs. Draft 2027/2028) 

All policies 

2026/2027 Criteria 
(Priorities 2–6) Draft 2027/2028 Criteria (Priorities 2–3) Change Noted 

Weekly Worship 
within/outside three 
named parishes. 

Replaced by: Baptised Catholic children in 
possession of a Certificate of Practice (CoP) 
(Criterion 2). 

Parish boundaries 
eliminated as a ranking 
factor. Weekly worship 
criterion replaced by 
CoP requirement. 

Intermittent Worship 
within/outside three 
named parishes. 

Omitted/Lowered: These specific categories are 
eliminated. 

Eliminated: Tiers for 
"Intermittent Worship" 
are removed. 

Baptised Catholic 
children who do not 
worship at Catholic 
Mass. (Criterion 6) 

Replaced by: Baptised Catholic children 
(Criterion 3). 

Simplified: All 
remaining Baptised 
Catholics fall under 
Criterion 3. 

Looked After Children 
 
"Looked After Children in 
the care of Catholic 
families" in Criterion 1, 
which is omitted in the 
2027/2028 draft. 

The definition of Looked After Catholic Children 
(Criterion 1) and other Looked After Children 
(Criterion 4) in the draft policy is expanded to 
explicitly include Catholic children who appear 
to have been in state care outside of England 
and ceased to be so as a result of being 
adopted. 

n/a 

Distance Measurement: 
specifies distance 
measured to the 
"Woodend gate". 

This specific entrance is omitted in the 
2026/2027 draft, which uses distance measured 
in a straight line from the school entrance by the 
local authority using a geographical 
computerised information system.  

 

 

Nursery Policy 

Area 2026/2027 Policy Draft 2027/2028 Policy Change/Omission Noted 

PAN 

Nursery Policy 
Up to 30 children (morning 
sessions) and up to 30 
children (afternoon sessions). 
(Total 60 places). 

 
Up to 39 children (morning 
sessions) and up to 39 
children (afternoon sessions). 
(Total 78 places). 

Significant Increase: The 
proposed nursery capacity is 
increasing from 60 to 78 places. 
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2026/2027 Criteria (Priorities 2–6) 
Draft 2027/2028 
Criteria (Priorities 2–
3) 

Change Noted 

Categories based on being Baptised 
Catholic and living within/outside the 
three named parishes, and worshipping 
weekly/intermittently/not at Catholic 
Mass. 

Replaced by: 
Baptised Catholic 
children in possession 
of a Certificate of 
Practice (CoP) 
(Criterion 2). 

Elimination of 
geographic/worship frequency 
tiers. CoP is the primary faith-
based differentiator for 
priority. 

3. Junior School Admissions Policy  

Changes in Tiebreaker Priorities 

The Tiebreaker categories, used when applications within any criterion exceed places, have been re-
ordered and rephrased: 

2024/2025 Tiebreaker Draft 2026/2027 
Tiebreaker Change Noted 

1. Attendance of a 
brother or sister at either 
St Joseph’s Infant or St 
Joseph’s Junior School. 

II. A brother or 
sister on the 
school roll at the 
time of admission. 

Change/Rephrasing: Sibling priority is now Criterion 
II. The draft uses more generalized language ("A 
brother or sister on the school roll") compared to 
the 2024/2025 policy which explicitly listed "St 
Joseph’s Infant or St Joseph’s Junior School". 

3. Social/Medical needs. 
III. Social, pastoral 
and medical 
needs. 

Change/Rephrasing: Added the term "pastoral" to 
the social/medical needs category. 

 


