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All Croydon schools are committed to and adopt a similar approach to meeting the needs of all 

pupils including those with special educational needs. There is a shared expectation that all 

pupils, regardless of their specific needs, should be offered inclusive teaching which will enable 

them to make the best possible progress in school and ensure they can actively participate in 

the wider aspects of school life.  

 

Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do at St Joseph’s. Staff and governors are committed 

to providing a nurturing learning environment in which children with all types of needs from all 

kinds of backgrounds are able to thrive. The school community works together to provide for 

the emotional, social, physical and academic needs of all children. This SEN information report 

plans to identify how this happens for children with special educational needs. 

 

WHAT SUPPORT DO WE OFFER?  

 

Our whole school provision is Quality First Teaching for all with additional interventions where 

appropriate. We regularly review what we offer every child within our care. These discussions 

support high expectations and aspirations for all our pupils. Children with SEND are generally 

thought of in the following four broad areas of need and support:  

-Communication and interaction  

-Cognition and learning  

-Social, emotional, mental health  

-Sensory and/or physical  
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Underpinning all our provision in school is the graduated approach the four-part cycle of Assess, 

Plan, Do, Review:  

 

 

This approach ensures that school assessments, alongside advice from specialists are drawn 

together to create a SEN support plan with targets and research-based interventions which are 

matched to the child’s needs. The school will do its best to ensure the necessary provision is 

made for any pupil with SEN. In doing so, we will fulfil the statutory duties and best practice 

guidelines set out in the Department for Education’s Code of Practice for SEN. Our school offer 

includes universal, targeted and specialist provision.  

●​ Universal: Available to all children through Quality First Teaching 

●​ Targeted: Keep up, catch up interventions available to some children often through small 

group work.  

●​ Specialist: A few children often 1:1 and often involving specialist input. 

 

Where a child is seen to have made sufficient and sustained progress and it is felt that they are 

able to maintain this with quality first teaching, within our universal offer, they will be removed 

from the SEND register.  

 



In some cases, outside professionals may be involved with the pupil. Advice, strategies and 

targets from professionals will also be reflected in the pupil’s provision. Where it is thought 

appropriate to make a new referral, parents will be contacted for their consent.  

Children with an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) are encouraged to take an active role 

in their annual review meetings, sharing their EHCP portfolio containing photos and samples of 

their learning linked to their targets/outcomes. 

 

Roles and responsibilities  

 

All teachers are responsible for every child in their care; including those with special educational 

needs.  

Who should I contact to discuss the concerns or needs of my child? 

 

 

School Personnel Responsibilities 

Class Teacher Adapting and refining the curriculum making 
reasonable adjustments to respond to the 
strengths and needs of all pupils  
Checking on the progress of your child and 
identifying, planning and delivery of any 
additional support required to support 
progress  
Contributing to and devising personalised 
SEN plans to prioritise and focus on the next 
steps required for your child to progress 
If you have any concerns about your child, 
you should speak to your child’s class 
teacher first. Depending on the outcome of 
this discussion, you may have a follow up 
meeting with the SENCO 

Special Needs Co-ordinator  
(SENCO) Miss C Francis 

1. Co-ordinating provision for children with 
SEN and developing the school’s SEND policy 
2. Ensuring that parents are:  
• Involved in supporting their child’s learning 
and access  
• Kept informed about the range and level of 
support offered to their child  
• Included in reviewing how their child is 
doing  



• Consulted about planning successful 
movement (transition) to a new class or 
school  
3. Liaising with a range of agencies outside of 
school who can offer advice and support to 
help pupils overcome any difficulties  
4. Providing specialist advice and facilitating 
training to ensure that all staff are skilled and 
confident about meeting a range of special 
educational needs 

Inclusion Lead 
Ms K Lodge 

Lead the development and implementation 
of strategies that support diverse learners 
and monitor their progress, while also 
fostering a culture of respect and 
understanding among students and staff.  

The Executive Headteacher  
Mrs D Ashley 

The day to day management of all aspects of 
the school, including the provision made for 
pupils with SEN  

SEN Governor 
Mr N McEvilly 

Supporting the school to evaluate and 
develop the quality and impact of provision 
for pupils with SEN across the school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment, Planning and Review of SEN Support  

 

How will the school decide if my child needs extra help? How can I find out how well my child is 

doing?  

 

 

 

If, despite the increased level and nature of support, it is evident that the severity and 

complexity of your child's needs require provision beyond that which can be offered by our own 

resources, a request for an Education Health Care Plan may be requested.  

 

The SENCO will explain this process to you and show you how to find out more information 

about this. Difficulties in relation to social and emotional wellbeing may also trigger a need for 

additional support. 

 

 

 



Curriculum and Teaching Methods (including groupings and interventions)  

 

How will teaching be adapted to meet the needs of my child?  

 

Teachers continuously assess the strengths and needs of learners and adapt their teaching 

accordingly through for example different levels of support, using different resources or 

adjusting the pace of instruction. Learning is personalised for pupils. Teachers have a solid 

understanding of pupils’ needs and vary the support and response accordingly.  

 

Access to the Curriculum  

 

What arrangements are made to enable my child to take advantage of the full school curriculum 

and extra curricula activities?  

 

The school has an accessibility plan in place to ensure that pupils with SEN and Disability can 

take part in school life. The school’s accessibility plan can be viewed on the school website. 

Depending on the specific needs of your child, a more personalised access or medical plan will 

be drawn up in consultation with you. This will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis. We 

undertake additional planning and risk assessments to ensure that pupils with SEN can take part 

in the wide range of extra-curricular activities the school offers, including school outings and 

residential trips.  

 

Our SENCO actively engages in a range of opportunities to share best practice and keep abreast 

of current local and national initiatives and policy to support pupils with SEN. She holds the 

NASENCO qualification.  

 

The school also seeks advice and guidance from local special schools and other relevant 

agencies to help school staff meet the needs of your child and to review, evaluate and develop 

provision for pupils who have the most complex needs.  

 

We have staff with specialised expertise and qualifications including:  

●​ Emotional Literacy Support Assistants 

●​ NELI trained teaching assistants  

●​ Speech and language trained staff  

●​ Off The Record MHST team to provide support for SEMH needs and provide counseling 

●​ Relaxation and Play therapists 

 

 



External Partnerships  

 

What support from outside does the school access to help my child?  

 

The school works with a number of external agencies to seek advice and support to ensure that 

the needs of all children are fully understood and met. These include:  

 

Agency What do they offer? 

Educational Psychology Service Observation and assessment of a child’s 
educational needs, advice for parents and 
staff on how best to meet those needs, 
submission of reports for statutory 
assessment 

NHS Speech and Language Therapy Assessment of a child’s understanding and 
use of language, writing of care plans for 
children which are carried out by parents and 
staff, liaising with parents and staff, 
submission of reports for statutory 
assessment. NHS will only support children 
with an EHCP held before 2023. 

CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service)  

The school will refer a child to CAMHS for an 
assessment of a child’s social and emotional 
needs. They assess children social 
communication difficulties in children and 
also identify specific difficulties with focus 
and attention  

Occupational Therapy  Assessment of a child’s physical difficulties, 
such as handwriting, focus and attention, 
sensory processing or gross motor skills. They 
often provide a care plan with activities and 
exercises to be carried out at school and at 
home 

Education Welfare Officer Education welfare officers aim to make sure 
that young people get the best possible 
education. They work with young people 
whose education is being affected by 
irregular attendance or absence from school. 



Community Paediatricians  Referrals are made when there are concerns 
around a child's health, development or 
educational progress. 

School Nurse School nurses support staff with medical 
awareness training. They help children and 
families gain additional help and support 
when required, and provide and coordinate 
additional services for vulnerable children. 

 

Managing Concerns about SEND Provision  

 

What do I do if I am not happy with the support my child is receiving? 

 

Parents are encouraged to share any concerns they have about the quality and impact of SEND 

provision for their child at the earliest possible opportunity. In the first instance parents should 

speak to the class teacher with further discussions with the SENCO and other senior leaders as 

required.  

 

Parents will be encouraged to seek advice and support from the local parent SEN Information 

Advice Service (SENDIAS) and Mediation services. This is an independent, impartial and 

confidential service. The school can also make arrangements for parents to discuss concerns 

with other key professionals where appropriate.  

 

If concerns are still unresolved parents will be asked to make a formal complaint and directed to 

the School Complaints Procedures on the website.  

 

Where the parental complaint is directly related to decisions around an EHC plan assessment of 

needs or provision this will be managed directly by the Croydon SEN team. Parents will be 

contacted directly to receive information about the mediation services available. 


