
 

 

 

 

Summer Term 2022 Newsletter  

YEAR: 5 

Together We Can  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your support last term. Working together as a team, the chil-

dren settled in well and are already showing so much progress. We could 

not have done it without you so thank you.  

 

Year 5 enjoyed participating in the Young City Poets programme which is 

part of the Literacy Trust. As part of the programme, they went on a school 

trip to St Paul’s Cathedral  and had a workshop with Simon Mole (poet). 

The children showcased their poems to other schools across the country 

via zoom.   

 

This term, we are looking forward to our science trip to Crystal Palace Park. 

A letter has been sent out with information.   

 

Over the next few pages we have outlined the expectations for this term 

for your information. These skills will be incorporated into the learning ac-

tivities provided each day for your child.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know and we are hap-

py to help. The Year 5 email address is: year5@st-josephs-

jun.croydon.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Bickmore, Miss Ugbo and the Year 5 Team.  

 TIMETABLE 

School day starts at 8.45am 

End of school is 3.15pm 

 

P.E. Kits 

Children are to come into school 

on a Mondays and Wednesdays 

wearing their PE kits. 

 

Homework 

Homework is handed out on a Fri-

day and is due back on the follow-

ing Wednesday 

 

 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR READING 
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Spring term—Reading 

 

In class we will be reading ‘Nowhere Emporium” by Ross McKenzie. 

Every day we will be reading a chapter of the novel as a class. We 

will be teaching reading comprehension through VIPERS. VIPERS is 

an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as part of the 

UK’s reading curriculum. They are the key areas which we feel chil-

dren need to know and understand in order to improve their com- 

prehension of texts. VIPERS stands for Vocabulary, Inference, Pre-

diction, Explanation, Retrieval and Sequence or Summarise . 

 

Each week your child is expected to read 30 minutes every day at 

home. It is important that children are reading a variety of different 

types of high quality texts that are based across the whole curricu-

lum. We encourage you to sit with your child and ask them ques-

tions so they can respond to the text in a thoughtful manner.   

We encourage you join a library so you can access their full cata-

logue of eBooks and audiobooks.  

Targets:  

• I can write a Point to answer a written retrieval and/or inference 

question, include evidence from the text and explain my answer. 

• I can phrase my written responses so that they make sense, us-

ing the wording in the question to begin my written answer 

where appropriate. 

• I can discuss the meaning of words in context, finding other 

words which are similar 

• I can summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph, 

identifying the key details which support these. 

I can answer an open question that predicts what might hap-

pen be- yond the text in an insightful way from details 

stated and implied. 

I can retrieve information from a text to answer a spoken 

question. 

Stories to read and 

share with your child  

 

Northern Lights by Phillip 
Pullman  

 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

 

Wolf Brother by Michelle 
Paver.  

 

Loki: A Bad God's Guide to 
Being Good by Louie Stowell  

 

A Place called Perfect by 
Helena Duggan  

 

The Hatmaker by Tamzin 
Merchant  

 

Like a charm by Elle 
McNicol  

 

Carnival of the Lost by 
Kieran Larwood 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR WRITING  

 

ACTIVITIES TO          

DEVELOP YOUR 

CHILD’S WRITING  

 Encourage children 

to read for at least 

20 minutes a day 

(great readers 

make great writers) 

 Practice their spell-

ings everyday 

 Encourage children 

to write stories 

about objects in 

your home. A pho-

tography can spark 

a million creative 

ideas.  

 Encourage children 

to write a letter to 

a family member/ 

keep a journal 

 Invest time in writ-

ing 

 

Spring term—Writing 

 

This term pupils will be writing a narrative based on Nowhere Emporium by 

Ross McKenzie. Pupils will write a fantasy story  based on the first chapter 

of the novel.  Using carefully selected vocabulary, fronted adverbials, prep-

ositional phrases, expanded noun phrases and a range of figurative lan-

guage, Pupils will write an engaging and gripping story. It is certain to be a 

page turner!  

 

In the second part of the term, pupils will write a narrative poem based on 

The Highwayman.  Initially, they will learn the features of narrative poem 

and together we will write our own version.  

 

Targets: 

• I can use subordinating and coordinating conjunctions.  

• I can use  fronted adverbials followed by a comma.  

• I can use  years 5 and 6 spelling words.  

• I am beginning to use a range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs.  

• I am beginning to use organisational presentational devices to structure 

text.  

• I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 

whose, that or with.  

• I can use brackets, dashes, commas to indicate parenthesis.  

• I can use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility.  

 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR MATHS  

 

 

ACTIVITIES TO USE WITH YOUR CHILD  

 

Anything you do at home with your children that is 

related to Maths or English is beneficial. Here are some 

further suggestions: 

 Go on YouTube and watch an English lesson by Jane 

Considine and create your stories together 

 Practice times tables  using Times Table Rockstar's 

 Visit purple Mash and complete the 2do’s 

 Visit Busy Things -  there are lots of activities and 

games that are used in class to compliment the 

learning in year 5 

 Practice spellings and try to find their meaning from  

 the dictionary 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES TO  

SUPPORT LEARNING  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Search.aspx?

Subject=16&AgeGroup=3 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/

subjects/z826n39 

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

Children also have logins for the 

following which use games and 

interactive activities to support 

learning in maths: 

 Mathletics, Purple Mash,  

Times Table Rockstars and Busy 

Things 

 

WIDER CURRICULUM  

 

In science this term children will 

be learning about “Living Things” 

Each week pupils will be answering 

‘Big Questions’ to allow them to 

practice and develop a range of 

investigation skills  

For Geography this term children 

will be learning about Europe and 

the United Kingdom using atlases 

and maps.  

In RE children will be learning 

about The Risen Lord and Other 

Faiths.  

 

Please see the school  website for 

the knowledge organisers to help 

children with their learning 

 

Spring Term 

Geometry.  

 I can measure angles. 

 I can investigate angles on a line and a point.  

 I can draw angles.  

 I can describe squares and rectangles.  

 I can solve problems involving angles and rectangles.  

 I can investigate regular polygons.  

 

Position and Movement.  

 

 I can name and plot points.  

 I can describe translations.  

 I can describe movements.  

 I can successively reflect.  

 

Measurement. 

 I can convert units of length, mass and time.  

 I can tell the temperature.  


