
 

 

 
29 April 2022 
 
 
Multi-Academy Trusts – An Update for St Joseph’s 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
 
As you may be aware, some of the other Catholic schools in the area are engaged in the 
process of setting up and joining a primary-only Multi Academy Trust (“MAT”), to be called 
the Apostle Trust.  
 
As a member of the Croydon Catholic Primary Schools Umbrella Trust (“UT”), The Federation 
of St Joseph’s Infant & Nursery & St Joseph’s Junior Schools (“St Joseph's”) has been involved 
in this process until very recently when the final decision of whether or not to commit St 
Joseph's RC Junior School and St Joseph's RC Infant School (the "Schools") to join the Apostle 
Trust at the outset needed to be made. 
 
The expectation is that the Apostle Trust will be in place by 1st September 2022. 
 
The Full Governing Board of St Joseph's met on the 29th March 2022 and, following detailed 
discussion, as well as consultation with an independent advisor, voted unanimously not to 
commit to joining the Apostle Trust at this point in time on the basis of the points listed 
below: 

• The current outlook for the education sector and Government policy, particularly 
following the release of the Department for Education’s White Paper on 28th 
March 2022; 

• The process undertaken so far by the UT in connection with the formation of the 
Apostle Trust, including the proposed timeline;  

• The extent of, and perceived lack of detail in, the due diligence performed to 
date;  

• The financial, operational and pedagogical position of the Schools; and 
• The costs and perceived lack of benefits to the Schools, their pupils and staff of 

academising and joining the Apostle Trust.  
 

The Full Governing Body of St Joseph’s made this decision having regard to its powers, duties 
and responsibilities to act in the best interests of the pupils of the Schools and taking into 
account all the evidence provided in relation to the process undertaken for the proposed 
Apostle Trust. 
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The Full Governing Body of St Joseph’s wishes to make clear that this is not a complete and 
final rejection; it is simply that at this point in time it believes that the best course of action 
for the Schools is not to convert to academy status – which would have been necessary – 
and join the Apostle Trust.  
 
It has resolved to continue to discuss this matter, as well as other options, particularly those 
which include Catholic secondary schools, which may become available in the future. 
 
While the Schools will not be part of a MAT at this stage, we can continue to be supportive 
of schools in the Apostle Trust and indeed work with other schools (whether primary and 
secondary, maintained or independent) in our local area in other ways. Much like our school 
motto, “Together We Can”, we have always been willing to share our good practice with, 
and to learn from, other schools for the ultimate benefit of your children.  
 
St Joseph’s is committed to continuing to provide an excellent, inclusive and nurturing 
education for your children. This is based firmly on Catholic values, enabling the children in 
our care to achieve the highest of standards – as evidenced by the success of our present 
Year 6 in gaining places at some of the country’s most prestigious secondary schools, both 
maintained and independent. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the school. Should you have any questions on this 
matter, please feel free to get in touch with Mrs Fernandes via head@st-josephs-
jun.croydon.sch.uk. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Margaret Bailey    Mrs Leonore Fernandes 
Chair of Governors    Headteacher 
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