
 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2022 Newsletter  

YEAR: 3 

Together We Can  

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to another term at St. Joseph’s; the children have settled in well since they 

have returned from their holiday and have shown they are keen to return to their learning. 

With one term into year 3, the children have shown a determination to make up for the 

lost time from lockdowns and we hope that this exemplary attitude continues and they 

persevere in showing that they are good role models for the school. 

We are happy to answer any of your questions, or direct you to someone who can, during 

pick up time at 3:15pm. However, whilst we do appreciate that sometimes a longer con-

versation is needed, with the Government regulations on COVID-19 face-to-face meetings 

are unfortunately, still not always possible– in which case you can always communicate 

using the year 3 email address year3@st-josephs-jun.croydon.sch.uk  

The children made a fantastic start to the year last term and should be proud of what they 

achieved in this time. They worked hard in their learning and rose to the challenges that 

we set them and have settled in well in the junior school. Year 3 are a credit to the school 

and set a great example in terms of behaviour and attitudes towards learning– we hope 

they will approach this term with the same resilience and determination.  

Now we have returned, we know that there are still plenty of topics we have to cover dur-

ing these next few weeks, but we are confident that with the children’s resilience and thirst 

for learning, we will be able to achieve this. Remember, their learning is not the only thing 

that is important. If lockdown taught us anything, it is the benefit of spending time with 

each other and being there to offer our support.  

Over the next few pages we have outlined the expectations for this term for your infor-

mation. There will be revision of some year 3 targets, which would have been covered 

during the Autumn term; these will be incorporated into their learning throughout the 

term where appropriate. 

Last term was a great start to the year and we hope this continues during the Spring and 

Summer terms.  We look forward to working together in order to prepare your children 

for their future because together we can. If you have any questions or concerns, please let 

us know we are happy to help. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs. Steen-Plomer, Miss. Langford-Jackson and the year 3 team 

 TIMETABLE 

School day starts at 8:45am 

Pick up time is 3:15pm 

 

 

P.E. Day is Wednesday 

Children are to come to school in 

their P.E kits and will wear them all 

day. 

 

HOMEWORK 

This will be issued on a Friday 

along with spellings and to be 

completed in the yellow homework 

book. 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR READING  

  2 

 

Books to read and 

share with your child  

Stig of the dump by Clive 

King 

The Butterfly Lion by Mi-

chael Morpurgo  

Varjak Paw by SF Said 

Bil’s New Frock By Anne 

Fine 

The Wild Robot by Peter 

Brown 

Beetle Boy by MG Leonard 

The Sheep Pig by Dik King 

Smith 

The Incredible Adeventures 

of Professor Brainstawm by 

Norman Hunter  

The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

A Mouse called Miika by 

Matt Hagg 

The Lost Thing by Shaun 

Tan 

Spring term 

 

 Listen to and understand a range of stories 

 Identify key features of a fairy tale type story 

 Predict what will happen next in a story 

 Compare examples of work by the same author 

 Use a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of words 

 Revisit and build upon skills previously taught in KS1 

 Understand what they are reading and explain words in context 

 Retrieve information from non-fiction books and other sources 

 Identify root words, prefixes and suffixes in reading as well as 

spelling 

 Use their phonics skills to aid in spelling of words  

 Understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt 

specifically (year 3 word list) 

 Work in a group 

 

Grammar, Spelling and punctuation 

 Subordinate clauses and complex sentences 

 Punctuate dialogue correctly 

 Use a dictionary to check spellings 

 Plan and write in paragraphs 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR WRITING  

 

ACTIVITIES TO          

DEVELOP YOUR 

CHILD’S WRITING  

 Encourage children 

to read for at least 

10 minutes a day 

(great readers 

make great writers) 

 Practice their spell-

ings everyday 

 Encourage children 

to play games with 

writing such as 

‘Find the word’ 

where children 

search for a word 

in the story and 

look up the defini-

tion 

 Encourage children 

to write a letter to 

a family member/ 

keep a journal 

 Invest time in    

writing 

Spring term 

 

 Write a fairy tale type story 

 Record information from non-fiction sources 

 Write a report 

 Revisit  and build upon previously learned skilled from KS1 

 Plan paragraphs for a story 

 Plan paragraphs for a report 

 Join letters using diagonal and horizontal strokes 

 Understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are 

best left un-joined 

 Keep all letters an even size 

 Make sure the down-strokes of letters are parallel 

 Space all line of writing so ascenders and descenders of letters 

do not touch 

Star Writer 

We are focused particularly on writing this term, each week we will 

be looking for which children have shown good quality writing. 

Things we are looking for are: 

 Great descriptions and vocabulary 

 Correct punctuation 

 Use of techniques learned in class i.e. similes, exclamations, etc 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR MATHS  

 

 

ACTIVITIES TO USE WITH YOUR CHILD  

 

Anything you do at home with your children that is related to 

maths or English is beneficial. Here are some further suggestions: 

 

 Watch Newsround together and discuss one of the stories 

 Practice times tables and telling the time 

 Practice using a ruler to measure everyday household items 

 Practice spellings and try to find their meaning from the 

dictionary 

 Encourage children to help adding up the total when shopping 

etc. can they work out the change from a given amount? Can 

they work out the time  

 

USEFUL WEBSITES TO  

SUPPORT LEARNING  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Search.aspx?

Subject=16&AgeGroup=3 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

Children also have logins for the 

following which use games and 

interactive activities to support 

learning in maths: 

 Purple Mash,  

ATOM and Busy Things 

 

WIDER CURRICULUM  

 

In science this term children 

will be learning about rocks 

and carrying out scientific en-

quiries in the topic of scien-

tific investigation. 

For History this term children 

will be learning about the 

Stone Age as well as the Tu-

dors. 

In RE children will be learning 

about reconciliation (Called to 

Change) and the Eucharist as 

well as the importance and 

meaning of Easter. 

Spring term 

 

 Add and subtract amounts of money and give change 

using pounds and pence 

 Measure, compare, add and subtract lengths (km/m/cm/

mm) 

 Measure, compare, add and subtract mass (kg/g) 

 Measure, compare, add and subtract capacity and 

volume (l/ml) 

 Interpret and present data using tables. 

 Use simple scales (e.g. 2,5,10 units per cm) in bar charts, 

pictograms and table. 

 


