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Volcanoes: 

- Volcanoes are a vent in the earth’s crust from which lava, ash and gas is released.  

- Most volcanoes form at destructive and constructive plate boundaries.  

- Volcanoes do not form at conservative boundaries.  

- If a volcano forms at a plate boundary, they are either composite or shield volcanoes.  

- Of these two types, volcanoes can be active, dormant or extinct. 

Key vocabulary: 

Crust: The rocky outer layer of the earth, made up of oceanic 

and continental crust. 

Mantle: Semi-molten rock, moving beneath the earth’s crust. It 

is the movement in the mantle which cause tectonic plates to 

move 

Outer core: A 2000km thick liquid made up largely of iron and 

nickel. 

Core: A dense solid of extreme temperature (5,500°C) made up 

of iron and nickel. 

Magma: Molten rock from the mantle before it reaches the 

surface of the earth. 

Lava: Magma, once it reaches the surface. 

Vent: The central tube which magma travels through. 

Cone: A hill produced around a volcano by the eruption of lava 

and ash 
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Tsunamis:  

- Tsunamis are a series of ocean waves which are caused when 

earthquakes or other disturbances displace a large amount of water.  

- Tsunamis are not caused by tides, and so it is technically incorrect to 

refer to them as “tidal waves”.  

- Tsunamis are usually barely noticeable in water, but get larger and 

more powerful as they approach land.  

- As a result, tsunamis can have a huge effect on countries which are 

hit by them 

Tornadoes: 

• A tornado is a rapidly spinning tube of air that 
touches both the ground and a cloud above. 

• Tornadoes are sometimes called twisters. 
• Not all tornadoes are visible but their 

high wind speeds and rapid rotation often 
form a visible funnel of condensed water. 

• Most tornadoes have wind speeds less than 
100 miles per hour (161 kilometres per hour). 

• Extreme tornadoes can reach wind speeds of 
over 300 miles per hour (483 kilometres per 
hour). 

• Most tornadoes travel a few miles before 
exhausting themselves. 

 

Key vocabulary 

Volcano: A vent in the earth’s crust from which lava, ash and gas is released. 

Earthquake: A sudden shaking of the ground, caused by movement in the earth’s crust. 

Crater: A bowl-shaped basin in the top of the volcano. 

Tectonic plates: Huge plates (oceanic and continental) that make up the earth’s crust, and which move because 
of convection currents. 

 


