Together We Can
Spring Term 2021 Newsletter
Learning Support and SEND
Dear Parents,
As we continue to navigate our way through these challenging times I would like to say a

huge well done for all the support you have been giving your children. I know from my
own experience how tough it can be to manage all the expectations and responsibilities
that we have at this time, so please be proud of everything you are managing to achieve.
The Educational Psychology service and the Croydon Speech and Language Therapy Service are offering remote access to their services where appropriate. We are continuing to
liaise with them about what can be provided for our families, particularly those who have
already agreed to intervention from the service. In addition, The Educational Psychology
Service is providing a a parent advice line as they did during the first lockdown. This
would be a one-off call to offer advice on a specific learning need, a social, emotional or
mental health concern or a significant behaviour difficulty. Access to the line is coordinated through the school so you would need to contact myself or your class teacher
in the first instance if you felt it was something that could benefit you.
The difficulties that we are facing can sometimes be exacerbated if your child has SEN
needs or even if they are just struggling with a particular concept or activity. Keeping
them focused and engaged away from the classroom environment can be a task in itself.
Establishing a routine and setting expectations can help and you may wish to use a positive incentive chart or system to encourage learning. We have also been talking about this
at school so you may start to see some interesting ideas appear in your online classrooms! Incentive charts can be simple drawn boxes which lead to a reward when completed , they are a visual way for children to see the progress they are making and we use

them in different ways at school.
I have created a new Google Classroom called ‘Learning Support’. I will share additional
supporting documents and materials which may be helpful in there. You can join the
room by using the code: ldcvhou All parents are welcome. It currently contains some
advice and resources linked to SEND / school closure and how you can support at home.
Please continue to contact us via the class email, my own email, Deputy or Head Teacher
emails if you need any advice, however big or small. I am available to talk via email, phone
or zoom and can discuss any questions you may have about supporting your child with a
particular topic, a particular subject , if you feel you need advice about where to find fur-

ther resources or support from other agencies.
Stay safe,
Mrs Flegg SENCO

senco@st-josephs-jun.croydon.sch.uk

Oak National Academy
has a large amount of
sequenced online lessons covering Speech
and Language , Sensory Integration, Occupational Therapy and specialist lessons for basic
skills in core areas.
If you are interested in
using these lessons
please contact myself
or your class teacher to
discuss which specific
lessons would be appropriate for your
child. https://
www.thenational.acade
my/

Children with SEN often find visual and physical resources help them grasp concepts more
easily. If children can visually see a concept or ‘feel’ it with their hands it helps them retain
the information. There is an absolutely huge amount of information out there in the media
and it can sometimes be difficult to know where to start looking for the ideas that you may
need. I hope that I can take this opportunity to share some ideas which might provide some
extra support for the children learning at home. Over the next few pages I have shared some
ideas and website links .


Sometimes children will show a spark of enthusiasm if they have a different
resource to use. These resources can all be made with things from home:

and the children can be involved in making them:

Don’t forget
those active
breaks!!
Kidzbop has got
some great songs
and routines for
getting those feet
moving.

This number line made from a
zip lock bag gives children the
opportunity to manipulate the
slider as a place holder. The
numbers written on can be
changed to meet your child’s
level or answer a particular

Letting children match
letters and physically
form words themselves
will help them remember.

https://
kidzbop.co.uk
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10 section egg boxes can be
used to reinforce number bonds
of 10. Being able to visualise
this concept and then retain it
is a key building block which
enables children to understand
and answer higher level questions quickly.

ACTIVITIES TO

Use a notebook to create a
phonics flip book. Keep a
vowel in the middle and
your child can practise
their phonics and blending and discuss if it’s a
real or nonsense word.

DEVELOP ATTENTION, LISTENING
AND LANGUAGE.


Netflix offers a series
of interactive titles
which can be accessed via a number
of devices. They can
promote thinking
skills and language
development but

Place value cups can be
manipulated to reinforce
place value and work out
and practice saying some
of those bigger numbers.

can be incorporated
into break or reward
time. Try and discuss
the options with
your child and obviously check the age
rating for suitability.


https://
help.netflix.com/en/
node/62526

There are many different ways you can
help children visualise place value by
using different items around the house
to represent ones / tens / hundreds /
thousands.
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ACTIVITIES TO DEVELOP ATTENTION, LISTENING AND LANGUAGE.


For the rainy days stuck at home
IKEA has created a set of den building instructions which are another
opportunity for children to express
their ideas and use a range of language.



ACTIVITIES TO DEVELOP ATTEN-

https://www.designboom.com/
design/ikea-furniture-forts-05-14-

TION, LISTENING AND LANGUAGE.


Google 3D can be used to superimpose animals into your own photos.
You can create a photo of an animal
in your house or with your child to
encourage a range of language skills.



Google search for a particular animal
and if it’s on the list click the ‘view in
3d’ button below.

Other websites:
https://en.commtap.org/primary A directory of activities and resources to support development
of specific speech, language and communication needs, Searchable by age phase, subject, target and level of attainment.

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/category/free-resources/ A range of resources, games etc. to
support different areas of mental health; anxiety, anger, emotions, mindfulness etc.
https://www.didax.com/math/virtual-manipulatives.html virtual physical
resources to help children understand maths, cubes, tens frames,
number lines, bead strings, and many more!

https://www.callscotland.org.uk/
downloads/posters-and-leaflets/
powerpoint-books-for-young-readers/

Free Powerpoint Books for Young Readers

A full list of websites recommended by The Croydon SEND team
can be found in the ‘Learning Support’ Google Classroom.

