
 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2021 Newsletter  

Together We Can  

Dear Parents & children of year 4, 

We hope you all had a peaceful and happy Christmas break and we welcome you to the 

Spring term!  

We’ve all had to adapt to new ways of working once more, so we wanted to take the oppor-

tunity to say what an amazing job you’re doing supporting your child’s wellbeing and learn-

ing during this time. Well done to the children for completing the work that we have put on 

Google classroom, Purple Mash and TT Rock Stars. It is not always easy for any of us to do 

our work from home, but it is good that we are all trying our best in order for things to get 

back to normal as soon as possible. 

It is definitely been a strange and challenging time, so it is ok to feel wobbly and worried at 

the moment. We are here for you every step of the way as we figure this all out together. Re-

member, if you have any concerns about helping your child learn or you need any other sup-

port from the school, please let us know.  

During this time, please encourage your children to read at home, listen to them whenever 

you can. Like adults, children are full of thoughts and feeling which sometimes boil over and 

the children do not always know how to cope with them. Reading books often show us how 

people face up to problems and how they find ways to deal with them. Reading stories can 

often help us all to scape and find ways of managing thoughts and feelings.  

Remember, their learning is not the only thing that is important. If this pandemic and all its 

challenges have taught us anything, it is the benefit and gift of spending time with each oth-

er. Cherish this time together and use it to explore new and exciting activities together. Try to 

make time to play a board game, read a book together or spend time outside at the park for 

example. Carry on skipping and practice your tricks or complete the daily mile challenges. All 

of our mental health is important and we need to keep this in mind as well.  

Over the next few pages, we have outlined the expectations for this term for your infor-

mation. These skills will be included into the learning activities provided each day for your 

child.  

Last year presented unique challenges and we could never have imagined that we would en-

ter 2021 facing many of the same and with the knowledge that the world has still not recov-

ered, but we will get through this together in order to prepare your children for their future 

because together we can. If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know we are 

happy to help. 

If you need to speak to a teacher, you should do so by emailing the appropriate email address 

below:  

year4@st-josephs-jun.croydon.sch.uk  

 

Just because we are not all in the same building does not mean we can’t have some fun! So 

please send us in any pictures of you doing these activities and also of your fantastic learning 

at home. 

Hope to see you soon, take care and stay safe. 

Yours sincerely 

The Year 4 Team 

 TIMETABLE 

School day starts at 8:45am 

Online learning starts at 9.15 AM 

End of school is 3pm 

 

P.E. Kits 

For those children attending 

school, PE kits can be worn if 

needed 

 

PPA time is on Friday afternoon 

There will be no live zoom session 

during this time but activities to 

complete will be set. 

 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR LIVE ZOOM SESSIONS AND GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

  2 

 

Stories to read and 

share with your child  

Use the links below for sto-

ries for children 

 

https://storynet.org/websites

-for-children/ 

 

https://

www.booktrust.org.uk/books

-and-reading/have-some-

fun/storybooks-and-games/ 

 

lovereading4kids.co.uk 

 

www.phonicbooks.co.uk 

 

 

 

Class story time is from 

2:30-2:50 Mon-Thurs via 

zoom  

Live zoom sessions 

 Join your class a couple minutes early to ensure proper connection. 

 Mute yourself except when talking; this limits the background noise. 

 Make sure you are in a comfortable environment, that is free of dis-

tractions. 

 Student’s face must be visible to the teacher. Students may use a 

school appropriate background, if needed. 

 Avoid using negative language or inappropriate words 

 Students must use their first and last name in Zoom class. 

 Do not share the zoom link with anyone outside of your class. 

 Do not share your screen unless instructed by your teacher. 

 Only use the chat as instructed by your teacher (the content of the 

chat 

 should be for classroom use only, chats will be saved and monitored) 

 Make sure you are logging onto the appropriate class and attending 

as much of the class as possible. 

 Attend as many Zoom meetings as possible. This is equivalent to at-

tending class in person so make sure you are staying on top of your 

attendance. 

 While your video is on, try not to be a distraction to the other stu-

dents attending the class. 

 If you have questions during the Zoom meeting, please refer to your 

teacher’s protocol. (It may be to drop the question in the chat, to 

raise your hand on the video, or to click the raise hand icon) 

Google Classroom 

 

 All pupils have access to google classroom and should attend ses-

sions every day. 

 The zoom links and activities for each day will be available from 9am. 

 Please ensure work completed and turned in by the end of the day. If 

you are having troubles turning work in, please contact your teacher 

using the year group emails. 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR READING AND WRITING  

 

ACTIVITIES TO          

DEVELOP YOUR 

CHILD’S WRITING  

 Encourage children 

to read for at least 

10 minutes a day 

(great readers 

make great writers) 

 Practice their spell-

ings everyday 

 Encourage children 

to play games with 

writing such as 

‘Find the word’ 

where children 

search for a word 

in the story and 

look up the defini-

tion 

 Encourage children 

to write a letter to 

a family member/ 

keep a journal 

 Invest time in writ-

ing 

 Spring term—Reading 

 

 I can make reading fun by reading by reading a wide range of poet-

ry, fiction, non-fiction and reference/text books  

 I can use a dictionary to check the meaning of words that I do not 

know 

 I can check what I have read and understood by telling someone else 

what has happened 

 I can tell from what I have read how a character is feeling and think-

ing and why they take action. I can show what parts of the text tell 

me this 

 I can predict what will happen in a text by using things that have 

happened to help me 

Spring term—Writing 

 I can write an adventure story 

 I can identify main ideas and summarize them 

 I can use my computing skills to record non-fiction information 

 I can use paragraphs to organise my writing so that blocks of text flow 

and ideas are grouped together. I can use headings and sub-headings 

when needed  

 I can use paragraphs to organise my writing so that blocks of text flow 

and ideas are grouped together. I can use headings and sub-headings 

when needed  

 I can draft and write narratives creating characters, settings and plot 

with a consideration of audience and purpose.  

 I can proof-read checking for errors in spelling and punctuation  

 I can make my writing interesting by using adjectives, nouns and 

phrases e.g. the teacher  

 I can use adverb phrases  

 I can use inverted commas to report directed speech  

 I can spell homophones accept/except, affect/effect, berry/bury, 



 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR MATHS  

 

 

ACTIVITIES TO USE WITH YOUR CHILD  

 

Take some time to explore activities away from a screen 

or device. Encourage children to: 

 

 

• Do a breathing exercise. If you've never 

tried meditation before, it's as simple as sitting 

down and focusing on the sounds and feelings of 

your own breath. ... 

• Take a nature walk. 

• Come up with a positive mission statement. ... 

 Talk about gratitude. 

 Create a mindful bedtime ritual.  

 Create a mindfulness jar with your children as a family 

reminder to stop and keep your mind in the present.  

 

USEFUL WEBSITES TO  

SUPPORT LEARNING  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Search.aspx?

Subject=16&AgeGroup=3 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

Children also have logins for the 

following which use games and 

interactive activities to support 

learning in maths: 

 Purple Mash,  

Times table Rockstars and 

Busy Things 

WIDER CURRICULUM  

 

In science this term children 

will be learning about states 

of matter in the topic. 

For Geography this term chil-

dren will be learning about 

London  

In RE children will be learning 

about Jesus the teacher. 

 

Please see the school website 

for the knowledge organisers 

to help children with their 

learning 

 

 

Spring Term 

 

Fractions: 

 

 Counting in hundredths 

 Writing mixed numbers 

 Showing mixed numbers on a number line  

 Finding equivalent fractions 

 Adding fractions 

 Subtracting fractions 

 

Time: 

 Telling the time on 24-hour clock 

 Changing time in minutes to seconds 

 Changing time in hours to minutes 

https://www.developgoodhabits.com/mindfulness-jar/

